Osier, in his Practice of Medicine, briefly gives the causes of pyuria and the micro-organisms present. He says that when the colon bacillus is present the urine is acid. Before I proceed further, I should like to qualify this statement, as I think it is misleading. I have found that when pus and colon bacilli are present in large amount, the urine is acid; but it is possible to have colon bacilli present though the urine is alkaline.
I found this well exemplified in a case I treated. At first there were large quantities of pus and colon bacilli with acid reaction; as the pus and bacilli became less the acidity decreased till the urine became alkaline, and after the urine had entirely cleared of it again, showed acidity. He did not think they could have the bacillus coli present in a healthy urine; the urine must be altered in some way first. He considered they must look upon pyuria, however slight, as a septic condition.
